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Last Tuesday was a big day during a
spectacular week for Desert Regional
Medical Center (DRMC) and those

suffering with cancer in the mid- and east
Coachella Valley as the hospital marked the
opening of a satellite of the Comprehensive
Cancer Center in La Quinta. The new facility
brings most of the Palm Springs-based
Center’s prestigious oncology services to a
resident base greatly in need of such important
care that is close to home.
“Our Cancer Center satellite will offer

patients access to the high-quality care 
provided by the Comprehensive Cancer Center
in the convenience of their own community,”
said Karolee Sowle, President and CEO of
Desert Regional Medical Center. “We are
pleased to bring our unique brand of hi-tech
and hi-touch to families in the eastern end of
the valley.”
“Patients will receive the renowned 

expertise of medical oncologists who practice
at the main campus in Palm Springs,” said
Teresa Whipple, executive director of the
Comprehensive Cancer Center. “We’re so
pleased to be taking our programs closer to
patients in the East Valley.” Whipple noted that
the layout of the new facility was carefully
designed for the comfort and well-being of
the patient. “Our goal is to create a healing
environment and one that fosters a positive
experience for patients, staff and family
members,” Whipple said.
The facility, located on the upper level of the

La Quinta Medical Center, 47-647 Caleo Bay
— just a half mile south of Hwy 111 — will
offer vital oncology services and breast 
cancer screenings to patients in the La
Quinta area. The 4,000-square-foot suite
includes digital mammography services,
physician consultation and chemotherapy. In
addition to having its own lab and pharmacy,

the satellite center will utilize an electronic
medical record identical to that in the
Comprehensive Cancer Center at Desert
Regional Medical Center. The Center joins
two other Desert Regional Medical Center
programs in that building – the Institute of
Clinical Orthopedics and Neurosciences
(ICON) and La Quinta Imaging Center.
“The city of La Quinta is now a very 

different place than it was when we opened
the Comprehensive Cancer Center in Palm
Springs and it is now the right time to 
offer individualized and compassionate
comprehensive cancer care to the residents
here and in the surrounding communities close
to their homes,” said Elber Camacho, MD,
Medical Director of the Comprehensive
Cancer Center. Dr. Camacho pointed out
that while it is critical to have a team of
compassionate doctors and staff, it is also
important to provide a warm and comfortable
environment where patients can receive care in

a beautiful place while undergoing difficult
therapy. “I saw patients here this morning and
they were overwhelmed by how wonderful the
facility is and comfortable they were while
receiving care,” added Camacho.
The Comprehensive Cancer Center at

Desert Regional Medical Center opened 
in 1989 with an innovative model of multi-
disciplinary, coordinated care “under one
roof.” Services range from screening to
diagnosis, treatment and follow-up care. The
center’s history of accomplishments includes
many innovative programs for the desert
community, including continued participation
in dozens of clinical trials.
Also open in La Quinta Medical Center is

the Institute of Clinical Orthopedics and
Neurosciences (ICON), an extension of its
prestigious headquarters operation at Desert
Regional Medical Center in Palm Springs.
The recently opened ICON La Quinta offers

Desert Regional Medical Center marks another milestone
with opening of Comprehensive Cancer Center in La Quinta
Hospital also receives top national ranking in same week

Pictured above (l to r) are La Quinta City Council Members Linda Evans and Terry Henderson; La Quinta
Mayor Don Adolph; Teresa Whipple, Vice President and Executive Director of the Comprehensive Cancer
Center and Elber S. Camacho, MD, Medical Director for the Comprehensive Cancer Center.
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comprehensive orthopedic and neuroscience
services, from diagnosis to outcome, under
the direction of specially-trained, board-
certified physicians. ICON’s goal is to 
significantly improve neurological and
orthopedic services through the use of
advanced technologies for spine surgery;
joint replacement; neurosurgery and deep
brain stimulation for movement disorders
and Parkinson’s disease. Patients have the
opportunity to meet with sub-specialists in
both disciplines to determine the most
appropriate course of treatment.
Last summer, Desert Regional Medical

Center opened the doors of its new La Quinta
Imaging Center with the most advanced
technology available. Providing patients and
physicians with high quality, convenient
outpatient imaging services, the center offers
a relaxed environment with warm colors and
textures and comfortable furniture. La Quinta
Imaging Center is staffed with highly
trained radiologists, all board certified with
the American College of Radiology and
fellowship trained in various subspecialties.
The center offers prompt scheduling of
diagnostic procedures, including same-day
appointments.
Summing up the investment in La Quinta

and its importance to community health,
Clifford Daniels, Chief Development Officer
for Desert Regional Medical Center,
emphasizes, “All of these services are part of
our commitment to extend from Desert
Regional Medical Center the very best

technology and physician care throughout
the entire Coachella Valley, including people
living or visiting in La Quinta, Indian Wells,
Palm Desert and Indio. We are proud of the
many specialized, world-class health care
services we offer in Palm Springs, and
extending Desert Regional Medical Center
services and our outstanding physicians into
La Quinta not only makes good business
sense, but also is important as we fulfill our
commitment to provide convenient, high
quality healthcare to the entire community. ”

Desert Regional Medical Center ranked
No. 3 “Best Hospital” in the Inland
Empire by U.S. News & World Report
In the midst of celebrating the opening of

its new Comprehensive Cancer Center in La
Quinta, officials at Desert Regional Medical
Center learned last week that the hospital was

ranked No. 3 in the Riverside-San Bernardino
metropolitan area by U.S. News & World
Reportmagazine.
“We are very pleased to be recognized by

U.S. News & World Report as a Best Hospital
in our region,” said Karolee Sowle, chief
executive officer of Desert Regional Medical
Center. “This ranking is another validation of
the high-quality care that patients receive at
Desert Regional. It also is a testament to the
skill and dedication of the staff and doctors
who practice medicine here every day.”
Desert Regional was among only eight of

41 hospitals in the Inland Empire – and the
only one in the Coachella Valley – to be
recognized by U.S. News & World Report.
According to its Web site, the new rankings
were designed to offer patients and their
families a better chance of finding a top-
performing hospital in their health insurance
network.
“The City of Palm Springs is incredibly

proud to be home to Desert Regional Medical
Center,” Palm Springs Mayor Steve Pougnet
said. “I want to congratulate the hospital’s
tremendous physicians and medical staff on
receiving this prestigious recognition and
thank them for all that they do to ensure
the good health of our community. We are
extraordinarily fortunate to have such an
outstanding, nationally recognized medical
center in our backyard.”
The regional rankings can be viewed at

http://health.usnews.com/best-hospitals/
area/riverside-san-bernardino-ca. n
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